
June 6, 2011 
 
 
The Honorable Hillary Clinton 
Secretary of State 
U.S. Department of State 
2201 C Street NW 
Washington, DC 20520 
 

Dear Secretary Clinton:  

 

We are writing to you because for many years you have been a stalwart friend of low income and 

minority communities and a spokeswoman for increased environmental and social justice. We 

are deeply concerned that the Department of State’s review of Keystone XL is in direct conflict 

with the true consideration and advancement of environmental justice to which you and the 

administration have shown clear devotion. We feel that the Department is refusing to sufficiently 

analyze potential health impacts this project would have on our communities. Furthermore, we 

are concerned that the State Department is unwilling to provide an opportunity for local public 

dialogue on the current Keystone XL’s Supplement Draft Environmental Impact Statement 

(SDEIS) during the official comment period.  

 

Independent analysis has concluded that ninety percent of the increased refining capacity 

accompanying the proposed Keystone XL pipeline will likely occur in Port Arthur and Houston.1  

However, the SDEIS does not examine the potential expansion of individual refineries and the 

associated impacts on the surrounding communities as a result of this project, but assigns vague 

and broad conclusions that are simply insufficient2. Previous concern about the cumulative 

effects of multiple environmental impacts in Port Arthur led to the city’s designation as an 

Environmental Justice Showcase Community, and it is imperative that the air pollution caused by 

tar sands refining and the refinery operations themselves are thoroughly analyzed before the 

Keystone XL pipeline is approved. Our community is already overburdened by more air 

pollution than is federally acceptable for human health. Among other toxic metals, tar sands 

                                                 
1 Richard B. Kuprewicz. Accufacts Inc. “PADD III & PADD II Refinery Options for Canadian Bitumen Oil and the 
Keystone XL Pipeline.” June 29, 2010. p. 2. 
2 U.S. Department of State “Supplemental Draft Environmental Impact Statement for Keystone XL.” P.3-172. 



contain 11 times more sulfur and nickel, six times more nitrogen, and five times more lead than 

conventional crude oil.3 All of these pollutants are harmful to human health, causing lung and 

respiratory problems such as bronchitis, asthma, respiratory infections, and decreased lung 

function.  

 

Among other new information, the SDEIS found that tar sands are 17% dirtier than conventional 

crude! How then is it justifiable that our communities not be given a public hearing and 

opportunity to comment on this new information?  We ask you to correct this oversight and 

ensure that our communities are given the courtesy of public hearings during the official 

comment period so that we may learn more about this proposed project and so that the State 

Department can hear from us.  

 

As you know, meaningful public participation is a cornerstone of achieving environmental 

justice. The Council for Environmental Quality’s NEPA regulations require agencies to make 

diligent efforts to involve the public throughout the environmental review process.4 Public 

participation is especially important in communities like ours where residents may be impacted 

on a daily basis and are already experiencing high levels of industrial air pollution from existing 

facilities. We specifically request that public hearings be held in both Houston and Port Arthur 

where residents can ask questions and thoroughly understand the implications of the KXL 

project.  

 

In conclusion, we thank you for your past efforts on behalf of low-income and minority 

communities. We ask that you will continue to support us by ensuring that the State Department 

provide a scientific study of how Keystone XL’s tar sands imports will impact our communities 

and that we be granted local public hearings during the SDEIS’s official comment period.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

                                                 
3 Benjamin J. Wakefield. The Environmental Integrity Project. “Feeding U.S. Refinery Expansions with Dirty Fuel.” 
June 2008. http://environmentalintegrity.org/pdf/publications/Tar_Sand_Report.pdf Accessed July 8, 2010. p. 4. 
4 Council on Environmental Quality’s guidance document, “Environmental Justice: Guidance Under the National 
Environmental Policy Act,” (CEQ 1997). 
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