
June 9, 2011 

LCRA Board of Directors  

LCRA Headquarters  
3700 Lake Austin Blvd.  
Austin, Texas 78703 

Dear LCRA Board of Directors,  

On behalf of the over 9,000 Sierra Club members and supporters who reside within the Lower Colorado River 
Authority’s district, we strongly urge you to deny the water contract for the proposed White Stallion coal 
plant.   

The proposed White Stallion water contract runs the risk of denying local communities, farms and small 
businesses a reliable source of water during drought and undermining efforts to maintain instream flows and 
freshwater inflows into Matagorda Bay.  This is especially of concern because of recent and current intense 
droughts throughout our state.   

At this point, White Stallion has no permits in hand and there is no compelling reason for LCRA to move 
quickly to sign a water contract without fully evaluating the water supply impacts of the proposed contract. 
The air pollution permit for White Stallion was remanded on in June 2011, and the plant developers are 
awaiting a US Army Corps of Engineer permit as well as a waste water discharge permit, which will most likely 
result in a contested case hearing with the State Office of Administrative Hearings.  
 

Below you will find a few of the key findings from the report, “Proposed White Stallion Coal-Fired Power Plant 
Water Demands and the Highland Lakes Water Supply,” which support our concerns.  Greater detail is 
provided in the report itself.  

• The proposed White Stallion water supply would be allocated against the Combined Firm Yield of Lakes 
Buchanan and Travis. The LCRA contract would commit this supply to be available to White Stallion 
during the most severe historical drought of record.  

• 11% of the water supplied for White Stallion from Lakes Buchanan and Travis would be lost to 
evaporation and leakage before it arrives at the pumping plant. LCRA must, therefore, provide 25,000 
acre-feet per year to meet the 22,000 acre-feet plant water demand.  

• Based on the April 2011 Water Services Quarterly Operations Report to the LCRA Board, LCRA has 
current firm water commitments of 514,555 acre-feet per year against a Combined Firm Yield of 
535,812 acre-feet per year. The difference between these numbers, 21,257 acre-feet per year, is not 
enough to supply the 25,000 acre-feet per year that is requested in the contract.  

• Water supplied under the proposed contract would lower storage levels in Lakes Buchanan and Travis. 
Since both interruptible irrigation and environmental flow releases are tied to these lake storage levels, 
under drought conditions the contract would result in less water being provided for agricultural 
irrigation, instream flows, and bay and estuary inflows.  

• Increasing firm water supply commitments reduces the factors of safety associated with the current 
lake storage drought triggers.  LCRA drought consultants have recommended that LCRA evaluate the 
lake storage content for declaration of a drought worse than the drought of record as a function of the 



amount of firm water use.1. This risk-based approach is necessary to maintain the reliability of the 
water supply as firm water demands increase.  LCRAs calculation of the Combined Firm Yield, upon 
which the proposed contract depends, is based on the historical drought from June 1946 through 
March  1957.  

• A study of the effects of climate change on water availability in Texas released in March 2011, 
estimates significant changes in precipitation, evaporation, and runoff in Central Texas due to climate 
change. It predicts significant deficits in reservoir storage during drought conditions with climate 
change, compared to similar predictions without climate change. This information on the effects of 
climate change on the reliability of Central Texas water supply should be considered before making any 
additional commitments for firm water supply.  

On behalf of Texans who have expressed concern about preserving the security of our regional water supply, 
we ask you to deny the White Stallion water contract.   

If you have any questions about the report, please do not hesitate to contact us or Dr. Lauren Ross.  

Sincerely,  

 

Eva Hernandez   Lydia Avila 

Organizing Manager   Conservation Organizer 

Texas Sierra Club   Texas Sierra Club 

 

cc:  

Senator Glenn Hegar 

Senator Troy Fraser 

State Representative Randy Weber 

Suzanne Zarling 

Karen Bondy 

 

                                                           
1 Freese and Nichols, Inc., DRAFT – Method to Determine Drought Worse than the Drought of Record, prepared for the Lower 
Colorado River Authority, March 26, 2011, page 48.  


