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Clean Energy Means New Jobs
A 2009 study by Pew Charitable Trust found that Texas already has 
50,000 clean energy jobs in renewable energy, energy efficiency, 
pollution control and cleanup.  

Other studies estimate, Texas’s potential for clean energy jobs at   
between 60,000 and 275,000.
Texas and California have the most potential for clean energy   
jobs and industries.  
Every $1 invested in renewable energy initiatives will yield 2.5   
times more jobs than the same dollar invested in oil and gas.  
Growth in clean energy has been faster than the rest of the   
economy.  

The potential in Texas is largely untapped.  Texas has missed job op-
portunities as several major manufacturers of renewable energy com-
ponents located to states with the right policies in place.  Texas can 
reverse this trend and take advantage of our ample wind, solar, and 
geothermal resources.

Texas at an Energy Crossroads

Fuel choices of the last century 
– oil and gas, coal, and nuclear 
energy – have dealt high human 
health and  environmental costs.   
Operating costs of fossil fuels are 
climbing as Americans demand a 
healthy environment and require 
companies to clean up.  The costs 
of extracting dwindling fuel 
resources also continue to rise. 

We can cling to the past and 
our dependency on dirty 
and dangerous  fuels that 
are causing global warming, 
polluting our air and water, 
making us sick, and threatening 
our security.  We could ignore 
green job opportunities that are 
being aggressively developed 
elsewhere.

Or…Texas individuals, community 
groups, local and state 
government, and business leaders 
can step forward decisively as the 
energy leaders we are.  We can 
move forward to become leaders 
of the new global, clean energy 
economy.  While creating new 
jobs for Texans, we can move off 
of our dependency on fossil fuels 
and nuclear power over the next 
twenty to thirty years and clean 
up our air and water.  We need to 
take bold actions NOW to assure a 
clean energy future for Texas.

Photo of West Texas wind farm courtesy of Lower Colorado River Authority.

Hackberry Wind Farm near Abilene, Texas.  Photo by Jody Horton for Austin Energy.



Energy Efficiency & Renewable Power

Texas has the technical and economic 
potential to reduce air pollution from 
power plants and meet all of our future 
growth in energy demand through 
energy efficiency and on-site renewable 
power.  We have only begun to  
implement energy efficiency measures 
and to install clean, renewable power. 

Studies show we can do more.  Here’s 
how we can get off coal in twenty years.  

Texas has built more “Energy Star” residential homes than 
any other state in the nation while more and more owners of 
large buildings all over Texas are achieving ‘LEED’ ratings from 
the internationally-recognized green building certification pro-
gram.  Here are a few examples: 

Constructing and updating 
homes, commercial buildings, 
and industrial facilities for energy 
efficiency is the cheapest, cleanest 
and quickest way to reduce energy 
use, save money on our electricity 
bills, and clean up the air.  

Several Texas cities -- Austin, Beaumont, 
Dallas, El Paso, Houston, San Antonio, and 
Waco have updated their building codes to 
increase energy efficiency.  Corpus Christi 
is next.  Austin, Dallas, San Antonio and 
Houston all offer green building programs 
to encourage builders to go beyond these 
new energy efficiency codes.

Waco has a LEED Gold-certified   
Greater Chamber of Commerce   
building.
Dallas has its first LEED Gold    
high rise - Park Seventeen and a   
Silver-rated Police Headquarters.
Austin has the Dell Children’s   
Hospital, Texas’s first LEED    
Platinum hospital.

At their best, our cities are reducing air 
pollution by combining urban density 
to avoid traffic-heavy sprawl and requir-
ing energy efficient construction with 
green building codes.

Capping energy demand means we don’t need to build expen-
sive and polluting new power plants.  The more energy efficien-
cy we create, the cleaner the air we breathe can be.  We need 
strong policy commitments to energy efficiency programs and 
renewable power to continue moving beyond coal in Texas.

Increasing Renewable Power from less than 10% to more than 
40% of Texas’ Electricity Mix Rolls Texas Beyond Coal by 2030



Increase Non-Wind 
Renewable Power

Texas has only begun to tap 
our abundant renewable 
energy resources.  We can 
go much further. A recent 
study by the State Energy 
Conservation Office found 
that all together, Texas has 
more wind, solar, and geo-
thermal capacity than any 
other state in the nation.

Over the last ten years, 
Texas has developed over 
10,000 megawatts of 
wind power -- that’s about 
one-third of all wind 
production in the entire 
United States.  We have far 
surpassed goals set by the 
Texas Legislature through 
the ‘Renewable Portfolio 
Standard’.  

Texas’ bright sun provides 
vast solar energy poten-
tial, but the growth in 
wind power hasn’t been 
paralleled by simultane-
ous growth in solar power.  

Texas is headed slowly in 
the right direction with the 
two main types of solar 
power:
1.  Utility scale power     
      plants;   and,
2.  Onsite or ‘distributed’       
     solar power -- the photo 
     voltaic panels you will 
     see on your rooftops and 
     on every buiding.

However, other states and 
nations have made solar 
policies and investments 
a cornerstone of their 
economic development 
strategies.  California leads 
the nation in total capacity 
and installations of on-site 
solar resources, even states 
like Pennsylvania, New York, 
Connecticut and New Jer-
sey are installing more solar 
and creating more jobs 
than Texas.

[PAGE FOUR COMING NEXT...]

Solar Installation at Pearl Brewery, San Antonio, Texas.  Photo courtesy of Meridian Solar.

U.S. Solar Resource compared to Spain (middle right) and Germany (lower right).  

Germany, with less sunshine than every state in the U.S. except Alaska, in-
stalled more solar power in the first quarter of 2010 than the U.S. installed 
in all of 2009.  Germany pays homeowners a guaranteed rate for electricity 
generated by solar. 

Texas must build on its momentum in renewable power with commitments to 
solar power by policy makers in state and local government, businesses, and 
individuals.



Lone Star Chapter Sierra Club

P.O. Box 1931, Austin, Texas 78731-1931
1202 San Antonio St., Austin, TX  78701
512-477-1729
lonestar.chapter@sierraclub.org

 Create Texas’ Clean Air, 
   Clean Energy Future!

Sources for information in this flier:  

ACEEE, Potential for Energy Efficiency, Demand 
Response, and Onsite Renewable Energy to Meet Texas’ 
Growing Electricity Needs, 2007;  Georgia Institute of 
Technology/Duke University, Energy Efficiency in the 
South, 2010; Optimal Energy, Inc., Power to Save: An 
Alternative Path to Meet Electric Needs in Texas, 2007; 
State Energy Conservation Office, Texas Renewable 
Energy Resource Assessment, 2008;  American Wind 
Energy Association, 2009 Annual Report;  Solar Energy 
Industries Association, 2009 Trends and   http://www.
renewable-energy-news.info/solar-power-plant-to-
provide-entire-texas-town-with-renewable-energy/    
Caputo, “CPS Boosting Incentives for Solar”, Express-
News, 09-01-2009; The Clean Energy Economy: 
Repowering Jobs, Businesses and Investments Across 
America, The Pew Charitable Trusts, June 2009; 
Navigant Consulting, Jobs Impact of a National 
Renewable Electricity Standard, 2010; Blue-Green 
Alliance, How to Revitalize America’s Middle Class 
with the Clean Energy Economy, 2008;  and American 
Center for Progress, 2010;  Energy Information 
Administration, 2009;   Navigant Consulting, Jobs 
Impact of a National Renewable Electricity Standard, 
2010; Blue-Green Alliance, How to Revitalize America’s 
Middle Class with the Clean Energy Economy, 
2008; American Center for Progress, 2010;  Energy 
Information Administration, 2009.

Volunteer with Sierra Club the Way that Works Best for You!

• Attend a local Sierra Club meeting and get involved.

• Volunteer at the office; answer the phone or enter data.

• Join the SIerra Club Action Alert System under 'Take   
 Action' at http://texas.sierraclub.org

• Collect signatures on petitions at events.

• Write or phone your city officials and state legislators.

• Write to the editor of your local newspaper and post   
 comments online

• Organize a Rally!

Two Actions:

• Ask your utility or electric provider to invest in clean energy  
 generation, energy efficiency, and rooftop solar programs

• Write to ask the Public Utility Commission to implement   
 the 500 megawatt by 2015 solar and geothermal goal.

Contact Sierra Club to get involved!

Explore, enjoy and protect the planet

We need your help to


